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EDITORIAL 

Trivial pursuit 

F r all of ufology's hi Lory ufologists have sought, 
on one hand, to investigate and document reports 
and, on the other, to counter those forces that 

would trivialize the ubjcct. incc 1947 we have seen the 
UFO phenomenon trivialized by authority-figure bigots, 

ho misrepresent the evidence (if they understand what it 
i at all) o that they can belitllc it, by supcnnarkct 
tabloids (L11c words "UFO" and National Enquirer now 
seem inc ·tricably linked), and by pop culture's smanny 
minion . War t of all, the phenomenon has been trivial­
ized by tho c who are supposed to be its friends. 

A ufology's erious proponents have argued the case 
for cientific UFO study, they have also had to do battle 
with naive flying-saucer fans whose critical sense seems 
as limited as their credulity is boundless. In the 1950s the 
field's elite figures were bedeviled by contactees and 
their followers, who threatened to turn UFO research into 
a new science-fiction/occult faith-a faith that, perhaps 
not so incidentally, had nothing to do with, even actively 
contradicted, what real evidence was telling us about the 
nature of the UFO phenomenon (not to mention, of 
course, what astronomy was telling us about the probabil­
ity of advanced human civilizations on Venus and Mars). 
lf the many questions surrounding UFO sightings were to 
be answeredi, the serious proponents insis ted , those 
answers would have to be based on properly documented 
information gleaned from careful investigation and 
exacting analysis. 

Of course such was, and remains, easier said than 
done. The cerebral level of most ufological discourse is 
not staggeringly high, and often enough even basic 
common sense is an elusive presence, if that, in the 
ruminations of ufology's intellectually. helpless. (At the 
same ti.me. fairness demands this parenthetical insertion: 
as I know from reading my /UR mail, ufology's ranks also 
contain good, smart people whose ties with consensus 
reality are firm and unshakable. Unfortunately, these 
usually aren't the people who attract all the attention, 
probably be.cause, unlike the headline-hustlers, they don't 
demand it.) In recent years lunatic tales of man-eating 
aliens, sinister U.S. government/ET conspiracies, slave 
colonies on Mars, and other delirious dementia have been 
widely accepted by wide-eyed acceptors who, possibly 
because they don't read lhe newspapers, don't find the 
real world 1ufficiently c.eni(ying. 

My point here, however, ii not to belabor the obvious 

Jero,u Clark 

point that credulity is an obstacle to understanding the 
UFO phenomenon. Because ours is a free country and 
because "ufologist" is an identification anyone can claim, 
we arc always going to be stuck with naive individuals 
and movements, and all we can do is distance ourselves 
from them and make clear our own very different 
priorities. It is those priorities, and the strange state in 
which we find them now, that I wish to address here. 

In this space in the last issue of /UR , CUFOS scien­
tific director Mark Rodeghier, echoing the refrain of an 
old Roll ing Stones song, remarked, "You can't always get 
what you want." All too true; but what if it happens that 
you do get what you want, and you refuse it, having · 
decided somewhere between the wish and the fulfillment 
that you would settle for something much less? 

There was a time, not all that long ago, when 
ufologists heaped scorn on scientists, academics, and 
debunkers who would apply patently inadequate "expla­
nations" to UFO experiences. As Allen Hynek once had 
occasion to observe, thinking of Donald Menzel, Carl 
Sagan, and others, "Science is not always what scientists 
do." Behavioral scientist David J. Hufford has wrinen 
that academics tend to forget all of their academic 
training in their haste to transform extraordinary experi­
ences into ordinary misperceptions, even if that means 
ignoring what people say happened to them so radically 
as to substitute an invented experience for the real one. 
The result is an explanation for something that took place 
only in the explainer's imagination. 

As neoskepticism. in the form of interpretive 
frameworks grounded in often airy psychosocial and 
geophysical speculations, has taken hold as a major force 
in world ufology, these sorts of abuses of evidence and 
logic have become distressingly ubiquitous. Not only 
that, the neoslceptics pride themselves on their wholesale 
dismissal of witnesses• testimony, which they declare 
irrelevant for an obvious reason: it is incompatible wilh 
what lhey want UFO experiences to ~ 

No "natural" explanation for UFO sightings, for 
example, convincingly accounts for the many thousands 
of reports of structured, metallic, crafllike objects, or the 

contin'"d on pagt 22 
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EDITORIAL - continued from page 3 

seemingly intelligent behavior such UFOs have tradition­
ally e ·hibitcd. There was a Lime when tho e wh wanted 
to know what wa going on listened to what witnesses 
reported instead of telling them what they experienced. 

ot that~ fail d Lo appre iate the asional fa llibility 
of p rcepuon; of our e they und rs lo d that. But they 
al under t d, a d all wh depend on eyes and cars to 
get them a ro s the Lreet, that perception can usually be 
d pcnde~ up n lo record e perience accurately enough 
f r pra LI al purpo cs and even, as scientists have found 
in an number of instances, scientific ones as well. After 
all, met ri tes are tones falling from the sky, not (as an 
earlier generation' p ycho o ial hypothesis had it) 
lightning striking earthbound stones as fil tered through 
the nai e mi p rception of uper Lilious peasants condi­
tioned to believe in magical events. And, moreover (an 
ob iou point but one who e ignificancc seems to have 
eluded ju l about e eryone), mo t identifications of IFOs 
can be made.from witnesses' descriptions alone . 

In short order (in mid-June, to be specific) Kevin 
Randle and Don hmitt's long-awaited UFO Crash at 
Roswell will be out. It records the most thoroughly 
inve Ligated, the most completely documented event in 
the history of ufology. The Roswell incident is, of course, 
also the most important case of all. As its secrets are 
unraveled (and the investigation continues), ufology's big 
questions, the ones that brought our field into being in the 
first place, are being answered: What are UFOs? Who 
pilots them? What does officialdom know, and when did 
it know it? Those whose interpretation of the UFO 
phenomenon is based in empirical evidence will rejoice 
as that heretofore unkillable canard, that UFO research 
has made no progress in four decades, is disposed of once 
and for all. 

Yet, as no one could have predicted four decades 
ago, the last thing many ufologists of the 1990s want to 
hear is any of the above. One influential figure in the 
anti-ETI camp candidly acknowledges he would be 
"disappoinled" if UFOs turned out to be spacecraft. 
Perhaps this says something about how jaded some of us 
have become, or how alluring a metaphysical approach is 
to some. Another theorist of a militantly New Age 
disposition seeks justification in geophysics, or his 
version of geophysics, for a nature-based metaphysics 
with which he has managed to link the UFO phenomenon, 
or his version of it- a version those outside the faith may 
fail to recognize and that can be sustained only by 
wholesale dismissal of witness testimony and unrelenting 
condemnation of all who presume to find meaning in the 
mas, of contrary evidence. Other ufologists, including 
some good friends of ours, are now trumpeting something 
called "plasma vortexes" as the solution not just to UFOs 
(a mystery no longer, at least one book has already 
assured u, ) but to just about everything else you can 
imagine. It is astonishing that such views, remarkable 
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chiefly for Lhc legions of questions they manage ~o beg, 
should be embraced so enthusiastically when their 
irrelevance has never been more apparenL 

ynicism, intellectual timidity, religious commit­
ment, fear, a desire (surely an understandable one) to 
maintain the comforting illusion that we live safe, 
unseen, and unviolatcd ou t in the galactic provinces­
what chance docs evidence of an unsettling, even 
disturbing claim have in the face of these? As the 
Roswell saga unfolds, we will see these human foibles in 
abundance. One would like Roswell's critics to surprise 
us with something other than sweeping denunciations or 
invented " facts," which by now, having long since lost 
their capacity to surprise, are only dismayingly familiar. 
We arc unlikely to hear anything else until we demand of 
our critics what we demand of ourselves: that our beliefs 
be grounded in what we can reasonably demonstrate to be 
true. If critics cannot provide us with this much, the 
debate is already over. 

In the days ahead we are going to find out how 
relevant investigation and documentation are to current 
ufology. At Lhe very least we must insist, if the debate is 
to be kept honest, that claims be referenced -in other 
words, demonstrably not made up on the spot. Critics 
must exhibit the same meticulous concern for factual 
accuracy and logical coherence that Roswell proponents 
have shown over and over again.-Jerome Clark 

Abduction-continued from page 6 

come to orgasm merely by thinking of having sex. So, 
yes, these recollections could be fantasies. 

What the FPP cannot account for is the confirmation 
by Rachael that on the night of one of Susan' s abductions 
she saw a ball of light enter the room. Moreover, two 
weeks prior to my writing this article, Susan revisited the 
dentist for the first time in 10 years and in the course of 
treatment had an x-ray taken of her upper gums. I have 
spoken with the dentist, who confirms that this x-ray 
shows two unusual straight metal-looking pieces in either 
her upper gum or bone, beneath her nostrils. He tells me 
he has never seen anything like them before and cannot 
explain them in tenns of any dental treatment with which 
he is familiar. This x-ray is now in my possession and I 
am investigating. ■ 

Now available ... 

Journal of UFO Studies new series, vol. 2, 1990. 
$17.00 postpaid. 



I remember Blue Book 
by Jennie Zeidman 

■ ■ Jennie Zeidma n, author of A Helicopter-UFO En­
counter Over Ohio (1979), Is a CUFOS board member 
and a contributing editor to /UR. 

T he dark reces es of the CUFOS archives have 
yielded up a paper tilled Report to Stork on Blue 
Book Henry. The by-line is my own; the date is 

Augu t 1953. 
The document is a compenclium of 148 "FLYOB­

RPTS" (flying object reports) and their cursory analyses 
as they passed from the Air Technical Intelligence Center 
(ATIC) through the hands of J. Allen Hynek (and me) 
between January and July 1953. (See illustrations 1 and 2 
for examples.) The report also summarizes correspon­
dence with the 35 amateur astronomical societies, 19 
Ground Observer Corps Filter Centers, and 48 CAA (now 
FAA) Control Towers which were contacted with the 
objective that they would or could provide corroborating 
(or clisconfirming) information for the official reports, 
specifically with regard to phenomena such as bright 
meteors/fireballs, normal aircraft, or meteorological 
phenomena. 

The report itself is of little import. The Air Force 
favored astronomical answers, and Hynek was able to 
provide many from the selected raw reports presented for 
his analysis. (See bar graph.) The extremely high number 
of unknowns (22 percent) and cases of insufficient data 
(another I 0.8 percent) reflect not so much the high 
strangeness of the information presented as the inade­
quacy of the reporting mechanism. One paragraph of 
teletyped tidbits was supposed to provide enough infor­
mation for a justified, probable, or at least possible identi­
fication. Of course it couldn't be done. I don't recall our 
criteria for differentiation between "unknowns" and 
"insufficient data." The only certainty I can see in 
perusing this report is that Venus was in eastern elonga­
tion during that time period and that lots of people, even 
those from college physics departments, couldn't identify 
it. 

Of greater interest than the report may be some 
associated memories of those heady times: the convolu­
tions of funding of UFO research, the desperate emphasis 
on hush-hush amid an environment of ludicrously slip­
shod security, and the unfolding mystery of where 
Hynek's consullancy to the Air Force on Project Blue 

Book really fit into the larger scheme of the UFO hierar­
chy. Enlightening di scussions of these matters appear in 
Hynek 's The Hynek UFO Report (1977) and David M. 
Jacobs' The UFO Controversy in America (1975). The 
remarks that follow reflect my personal involvement and 
interpretations as Hynek 's assistant between 1953 and 
1956. 

Project Stork 

Let us start with Project Stork. I doubt, 38 years later, 
that I'll ruffle any feathers with that name. Heaven 
knows, it's been mentioned in print, and from time to 
time I've come across persons (there must have been 
thousands of us, worldwide) who worked on various 
phases of it. The fact is that the mission of Stork was to 
ascertain the capability of the Soviet Union to engage in 
technological warfare. The specific interest for our 
purpose is that the group at Battelle Memorial Institute 
which produced the (in)famous Project Blue Book 
Special Report 14 was associated with Project Stork. 
Okay, let's not beat around the bush. Special Report 14 
was a product of Project Stork. 

Does that mean that the government thought UFOs 
might be Soviet technology? Or does it mean that the 
government already knew (five years after the Roswell 
incident) what UFOs represented, wanted to see what the 
Stork statisticians came up with, and then made sure that 
the "analysis" met with government "standards"? (Shades 
of the Condon Committee 15 years later.) 

The answer is: probably not. The Condon Commit­
tee's blatant objective was to pacify the public, whereas 
Special Report 14, within Battelle/Stork, was Top Secret 
It didn't need to be created (for public consumption) if 
the answer was already known-in other words, that the 
empirical characteristics of UFO reports were statistically 
different from those of reports that were ultimately 
resolved into mundane phenomena. Or was Stork perhaps 
merely a convenient funding vehicle for 14, a legiti­
mately asked question, a relatively small effon that could 
be justified (or hidden) under the scope of the Storie 
mission? Regardless, Battelle was the right place for the 
work to be done. It is a superb group of scientists and 
engineers scrupulously devoted to excellence. 

Battelle's involvement with the fringe subject of 
UFOs was therefore a source of great embarrassment to it 
-a family secret, a skeleton in the closet equivalent to 
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Grandpa's alcoholism or Uncle Ray• s penchanL for liLLle 
boys. One absoluLely did noL mention Ballelle in connec­
tion with UFOs. And since I had no need Lo know the facL 
of this involvcmcnL (in pile of my Sccrel clcaran.cc) was 
kcpl from me for over a year. 

In the spring of 1987 I found myself al a dinner party 
calcd next to a Ballelle executive-an old timer who I 

knew had worked on 14 as a member of Project Stork. I 
asked him if after 34 years he had anything he wanted to 
ay about it. 

My question made him uneasy. "We were con­
cerned," he said. He was referring to the data and to the 
Battcllc cientists' interpretation of those data. He was 
referring to the thoughts of his fellow scientists on the 
question of "What arc UFOs?" "We were concerned "he 
said, and he would say no more. ' 

Project Henry 

During the first month (January 1953) I worked for him, 
Hynek went to Washington to auend the meeting of the 
Robertson Panel. He was an associate member, a second 
stringer, which was odd because he had been working 
directly with the data for about five years. I remember his 
return on a cold, wintry day. I expected him to announce 
there would be a major scientific undertaking on the 
subject. Instead, he told me, "They're not going to have a 
scientific investigation. For some strange reason they 
voted it down. They didn ' t even take a decent look at the 
data, and they decided to discredit them." 

Perhaps he needed some levity that day when he 
looked up from his coffee and crackers and suggested that 
we should have a name for his consultancy project, 
"something that captures the idea that these things flit 
around the sky." An old-time popular insecticide was 
called Flit, and its trademark showed a hand-pumped 
sprayer and, I believe, a harried woman who had just 
been scared by a bug. "Quick, Henry, the Flit!" she is 
shouting. Hynek latched on to the word Flit, and thus 
Project Henry was named (Flit being too obvious and 
Project Insecticide somewhat cumbersome) . Readers 
familiar with Hynek's sense of humor know I couldn ' t 
possibly have made this up. 

This is the way Henry worked: 
About once a week a courier from Wright-Patterson 

Air Force Base (I assumed he was from Wright-Patterson) 
would arrive at Hynek's office at Ohio State University 
with a manila envelope stuffed with 'IWXs-teletype 
UFO-sighting reports received from military facilities 
around the world. 

Were they all of the reports Blue Book received-the 
total number it took in? Surely not (Hynek often said he 
knew the best cases were withheld.) I usually looked 
them over before Hynek did. I had a Secret clearance by 
then (mid-1953), but only a few were ever classified 
beyond Restricted, and the sensitive material usually had 
to do with the installation or facility of report origin, not 
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with L11c contents of the report per sc. If Venus was in 
western elongation, there would be a whole slew of 
reports of a bright white light in the prcdawn cast, and 
Hynek would chuck.Jc and muller about how damed 
uneducated the public was. When we would get a report 
of high strangeness, he would scraLch his chin- beardless 
until the fall of 1953-and say this might bear looking 
into. We would oulline the information we wanted to 
have, and we would pass that on to Blue Book. But it 
hardly ever followed up for us. If we really wanted some 
information, we would have to go out and try to get it 
ourselves. 

Hynek was paid to investigate only reports allocaLcd 
Lo him by Blue Book. Thal mcanl thaL if we heard of a 
case in some other way-if someone called the observa­
Lory, say, or there was a newspaper story-we could not 
count it as an official case, and any expenses incurred by 
Hynek or me were not reimbursable. Many times we 
asked people Lo send a reporl in Lo Wright-Pallerson so 
that a case we were already working on (privately) and 
had spenl money investigating could become "official." 
Sometimes il worked; sometimes iL didn' L. 

Hynek wenl to WrighL-PaLLerson two or Lhrcc times a 
month, and about once a month I went along. The Blue 
Book facility-building 263, not Hangar 18-consisted 
of three cramped, crummy little offices. The paint was 
peeling, and the file cabinets were warped. There were a 
United States map with pins stuck in it, a sergeant gofer, 
a gum-cracking, beehive-hairdoed secretary (a civilian), 
and a dried-out coffee pot on the window sill. This was 
before computers, of course, so the cases were filed 
chronologically. If you knew the date, fine. If you knew 
only the location, try the card index, and lotsa luck. No 
wonder I never saw Capt. Ed Ruppelt, the Blue Book 
head, smile. (I remember him as a by-the-book sober­
sidcs. I don't recall a human side of him, even when we 
were having an informal lunch. But I seem to remember 
intense blue-gray eyes.) 

In the early days of my association with Hynek, my 
Lille was research assistant, OSU department of physics 
and astronomy. I worked a few hours a day, spending 
about half my time on UFO matters and the rest as 
teaching assistant for Hynek' s undergraduate astronomy 
course and general Girl Friday for OSU's McMillin 
Observatory. (I was also carrying 15 hours in my second­
to-last undergrad quarter.) As the year progressed I 
graduated, my Secret clearance came through, I worked 
full time, and my UFO work increased proportionately. 

The 1954 flap was underway, and one day I asked 
Hynek how it was that OSU was willing to keep me on as 
research assistant when most of my work was for A TIC. 

"You're not working for ATIC," Hynek said. 
"You're working for a contractor." 

I had no idea what he meant. "A contractor," he 
repeated. "A contractor who doesn't want to be known. 
But don't worry about it. I've already told you too 
much." 
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But I did worry about it. My paychecks said Ohio 
State Universi ty . The phrase "laundered money" was not 
in common usage in those days. 

I stewed over this fo r a few days-not more than a 
week or two----and then the courier came with the weekly 
reports. Same man, same car-a Chevy that bilious shade 
of GI green. For some reason I walked him back out to 
his car, and did an incredible double-take as he drove 
away. It wasn't a government car. It was his own car, 
with Ohio plates. This man 's initials were V.E., and the 
car license plate was VE-29. What a stroke of luck: a 
spook with vanity plates! 

Furthermore, he was from Columbus. The local 
Chevy dealer's name was on the license-plate holder. 

Within five minutes I had raced over to the main 
OSU library, pulled down the Columbus city directory, 
and found the man's name and his place of employment: 
Battclle. Confronting Hynek with my intelligence coup 
resulted in a few days of negotiations with Stork followed 
by an increased work load. 

I went on a number of field trips for Henry, and the 
security situation was almost invariably deplorable. 

Hynek arranged for me to visit astronomer Clyde 
Tombaugh at White Sands Proving Ground, New Mexico, 
during a trip I had previously planned for winter break 

1952. (This was a private trip; I paid for it myself.) 
Tombaugh, who in 1930 discovered the planet Pluto, had 
himself experienced an extraordinary UFO sighting in 
1949. A large, transparent fuselage with lighted windows 
had sailed across his view as he enjoyed the evening in 
his backyard. 

I arrived at White Sands after a cold and miserable 
pre-dawn bus ride from El Paso, and Tombaugh sent 
someone out to the gate to escort me to his office. We 
walked through hangars and offices and laboratories. 
"Oooh, what's that?" I asked. There were rockets and 
fancy instruments and equipment lying all over the place. 
"That's the new Nike," my escort said, "and that one over 
there's the Honest John." I was carrying no documents to 
identify myself as affiliated with A TIC. No one asked 
what kind of clearance I had. And at that time, December 
1952, I had none. 

The fifth horseman 

Hynek also arranged for me to meet with Lincoln LaPaz, 
the eminent meteoriticist at the University of New 
Mexico. LaPaz had been consulted by the Air Force 
during the spate of green-fireball sightings over the 
Southwest It was common knowledge that he was 
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academy. The weather was cold and clear with no wind. No physical 

evidence available, no interception action taken and no kno\olll air 
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31ue Book-continued from page 12 

·reoccupied with whatever had occurred earlier that day. 
)f our e right-Pallerson housed other projects than 
ho e under the Foreign Technology Division. 

But Hynek was working for FTD. Researcher Brian 
arks ha recently obtained, through the Freedom of In­

• rmation ct, Hynek's re~ord of employment as FTD 
.::on ultant from 1970 to 1974. He worked only a few days 
~ach ear, but it was an ongoing consultancy, an execu­
Li ve appointment, beginning in April 1970, less than six 
month after Blue Book' official closure. Was this work 
related to UFO ? At this point we till do not know. 

On December 26, 1976, in the front third-floor office 
of the Hynek home in Evanston , Illinois, Hynek and I 
were talking theory as we had so many Limes over the 
year . Hynek wa not a man to make bold statements, and 
I recognized the remarks of a man whose thinking had 
evolved with reluctance and deliberation over 28 years. 

"It's very definitely connected with intelligence 
somewhere," he said, not with excitement and awe but 
with acceptance and resignation. ■ 

Debunking-continued from page 15 

Russians love to read, and Russians love to dream. 
Food short.ages will not stop them from gazing into the 
skies , looking for an explanation of who we are and 
whence we all come. As the Soviet Union opens up, the 
ranks of those who seek explanations for UFOs and for 
the riddles of antiquity expand, and the pace of publish­
ing in these areas quickens. Countless new magazines 
deal with the UFO phenomenon, sprouting like mush­
rooms in a rain-drenched forest. In trying to bash these 
heresies, Kondratov, Shilik, and their ilk have their work 
cut out for them. ■ 

Crop circles-continued from page 19 

long, constructive comment suggested parameters for 
statistlcal studies and an exchange of information. A 
comment about tourism was not unexpected but reveals a 
naive view of the places where circles are located, 
especially in Canada. As for people who enjoy ~ing '?n 
the spotlight," it is a fact that many owners of fields with 
crop circles avoid publicity and do not even report th? 
circles for fear of ridicule. On the other hand, souvenir 
stands at crop-circle sites in England and Canada have 
been set up (and some field owners are charging admis­
sion). 

The survey shows that agriculturists are less than 
experts on the phenomenon of crop circles. Their exper­
tise in examining field markings, however, makes them 
useful sources for investigations and research. Ufologists 
probably have the most extensive backgrounds for crop-

circle research in terms of having historical data for 
comparison , but they may tend to be biased in favor of 
the UFO explanation. Similarly meteorologists may be the 
most versed in weather explanations, but they will not 
have the advantage of agricultural experience possessed 
by farmers. This all suggests a multidisciplinary approach 
to crop circles may be the best answer. It would not hurt 
to have police and other law-enforcement officials 
involved, either. 

The survey conducted in Manitoba was of limited 
scope, and similar studies in other regions may yield 
different results. It would be best to have as large a 
database as possible to draw upon for information, but 
since the survey gathered only opinions for the most part, 
the amount of useful information gained for crop-circle 
research is minimal. 

Crop-circle researchers are encouraged to draw upon 
a wide variety of resources in their investigations and to 
communicate their ideas and discoveries to other inter­
ested persons and organizations. Data about circles 
should be exchanged freely, especially because circles 
seem to be a global phenomenon. More important, 
researchers should not feel committed to any one theory 
until more data have been examined and experts in the 
fields of agriculture, meteorology, and law enforcement 
as well as local f arrners should be consulted in investiga­
tions. 

Crop circles may be explained as simply as hoaxes, 
but we would then be in a position to ask the sociological 
question why, the psychological question who, and the 
mechanical question how. If the circles (and triangles 
and rectangles and spirals) are caused by aliens, then we 
can ask what is their motivation (though realizing that we 
have no way of comprehending extraterrestrial logic). If 
the crop circles are weather effects, why have they 
appeared recently in such numbers? If they are a rare 
phenomenon, then they should not have increased so 
dramatically in number. If they are so common, then why 
would they concentrate in England, and why have some 

.. farmers with many decades' experience insisted that the 
circles resemble nothing in recent memory? ■ 

Airships-continued from page 24 
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ABSTRACT 

Early in 1950 the Geophysics Research Division r eceived 

a directiv_e to inve~stigate peculiar light phenomena tha.t had 

been observed in the skies of the southwestern United Sta t e s. 

Project Twinkl_e was established to check into these phenomena 

and their ex~lanation. -~ 
The gist of the findings is essentially negati ve. The period 

of observations covers a little· over a ye·ar. Some nnusual pheno­

mena were observed during th2_t period, most of then can be at-
I 

tributed to such man-made objects as airplanes , balloons, rockets, 

e·tc. Others can be attributed to natural phenomena such as 

flying birds, snall clouds, and meteorites~ There has been no in­

. dication that even the so.!;1ewhat strange observations often called 

1·Green Fireb&lls .-i are anything but_ n2. tural phenorc.cna. 

Our recomnendations are in essence th2.t there is no use in 

sinking any more func!s into this at the present tine and that we 

Yill keeu in connection Yith one of our meteor studies a sharp eye 

on anythine; unusual along this line. 
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t s dec·d d 

development~· 

'th Lt Col Cox of 

. ,. ··. · ;. .,, • ,t;. 
• •• ' ' , • ." ✓ • ... ' ' •• J.-;--_ ·' •• 
' , .. . : .. ,· I!. , ,,;;•,:·•. 

he unoroduc iv a. ur or .the contract ,, th L~- r, , ' 
• > - ,, ~.,• I . ,: ,>,:.;r:. ~ ~• •••:,•(" ·;~;.•:,• ~- •; ::, _.,, .•=, 

o ake further • nquiry concerning ecent . aerial object_ ,. ,. ~ , ·_,,,: 
• • '. • .. .~. 4 .- .I:: •., :~ •• ·.:.,•'. "·. :·:-,·· ... • < . ·1 , .' ;,- , ' ... . 4•4 .• 

New Mexico , On 9_ August 9 51 , • _th~ ·situation ~1as discussed - ·.• • 
,·, ..... ,.. . ,... ,;i,· •_. :: .. / ·.·;·:,:, ·: -~-- '• ~:,;,::· . .. --~:·; ·_··.,. -. ~,.~_-. :,_.:, 

istrict (Kirtland At73) • •• Until 15 March • • 
, ; ,: {· I. : . ' >:'. .,: •~ ~t •. ,.., •:: •. : '• '• . • .' :_,,;:., 

forwardi~~-: ciopi~ ~ • 6f -~th~i/ ;~ports •• , • 

he 17th OS 

1950 the District ha~ been diligent in 

,,· ... 

n aerial object phen0raena. 

·_. . : :·,:/ ... ::;,;°;.· • '. 
Since then, no reports have been •· received 

• •.• ; -✓; ;. : ·:.,.,-·~ ·-, 

b 
Colonel Cox advised,th;t renorts . . ;. -

of stra..~r,e aerial phenowen~ were still received· by the 17th :osr office ,· 
·. ·::: ··:·.~-,-~. -. ~:.;_··,~,, : - • ·, ..... 

at th~ rate of once or twice a month but little attention ·was being given 
/ · ·•. ~ . ·~ : •; r .:· : . • :· , : -

o this matter. l•Dst of the reports q_r. iginated fr;m perscm~el ·at lo s •• •• 
. . . ~ .... ~. - . .... . : . • ' • • • .•. , ~ .. : ' . ... • i-;_.~ . . • ·_ 

Alanos . 

is attached .) 
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aerial pheno~ena in the v icinity of Hollo.:laJl since September _ 1950_; • • 

The populace ar~und HA.l'o seem to have lost their sensitivity as · ob-

---servers. Even duri~g the rn8teor sho1-:er ·of 11-12 ·August 1951, : no 
• . ,/ . r ;; 

, , -

al~ reports were received. However , on 14 March 1951, nine ··:·: . 1 
_, ,. • •• 

Bell personnel reporteci sighting between fourteen and twenty· -b~cli~s -~>~·--/ - ' ·_. •. -
• . _-~:. ;·: . . . ... , .. ,.:·· • _;' , :~ · ... =-· ... :: :- ~ •• •• 

;;.not unlike a flock of geese :1 • On 9 July a "'red glowing ball:" _was 

sighted by a sergeant stationed at the Corona 21x?er.iflental Radar 

Site e.t Corona, Hew He~ico. (Co?ies of b::,th rel?orts are e,ttached_)_. 

Hore .recently, a pilot reported sor:1e aerial 01.Jjects which , after·· · . 
. .,, ... ,:, .-

investieation, were identified as planets . 

i3. Guildcnoerg, who is an assistant to Haj or l:oty and ·au _. 

_._ .,._:7, . .. _;._. .. 

: 7 ..J:.._.•_;· .• -- . .? • ' . 
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1 
It was learned from Ha jor Doty, that Col. Baynes , ·· C~ O. -~t 

HAFB no longer felt there was any justification for the alloca t ion _ 
, . 

of funds for ~tintaining systenatic irivestigation/_ R~th·er~ ·he ~rovide'd J 

that the project_ be maintained on a standby basis and \.ri thou:t, official 
~ : ,I • 

Air Force sto.tus. 'ibis entails ass ignr:ient of an · offic.er .(Hajor ·O:J t y) 
. . , . . . ... 

. , 

to collect incoming· reports, make periodic review of the files 1sifor 

patterns or persistent che...racteristics in the reports ;·' , maintain 

liaison with OSI , Proyost 1,zrshal.1 1 s Office and any other · agencies 
-~ 

whose activities Bay s~rve to provide infor..iation concerning f uture 

aerial pheno:.1ena develop:-,1ents . Land-Air has agreed to report . and 

if possible photogra?h any abnoraal sig~_tings made ·d ur ing ·: t h~ir - scheduied 

for the purchas8 of equipment. 

r eport covering the year' s vigilance 
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this could be done by Land-Air at the additional expense in the near i .• , _·,. 

futur e when the work load diminished . 
' .. 

Hr . Kott requested formal 

authorization to do this end r-'.:ajor Lbty agreed ~ issue this letter 

ll .--
Of authorization . It vas arran[;ed further that ?,t such time when 

the study is co:npleted o.11 photographic and tape recordines would . . ' .. 
~: _ _. .. ·. 

be sent to the Geo?hysics Rese8rch Division. 

RAFE , the project files were reviewed . 

access to the files had not been re_quested by any periodicals . ·_·_ .•. : 

On 28 August 1951, the subject was discussed i nform.ally with 
• ½> 

Dr. Lincoln La Paz, who expressed disbelief i n all aerial phenonena 

except for the green fire-balls. 1be red _fire- ball occasi onally r e- .. 
✓... . . -·, , · 

'!Jorted he believed was the visual after..:effect of the green. • Their _ 

recent oriein (1947) a.id peculiar trajectories di d not permit, accord­

inrr to • Dr. La. Paz, theB to be classed as natural phenomena·. : Tne •. • 

most recent that has co;.1e to his attention occurred over Detroit'-.. ~ .... . :. .:. , :.:. 

I • . ~ ... 

' . • . :~ ,- __ • .·. . . . . . 

It cr oss ed foe city frora Nor th,,est to S?«~~~'~;t{\;tf+ . ,. ·on 7 July 1951. 

with a sharply descending trajectory 

observed by many r esidents oi' the city. Dr. 

opinion that the f ireballs may be of our O\•m 

if not, they arc a r.iat t er or serious conGern . 

5. Conclusions 

, ·.•· 
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On 10 and 11 July 1951 , Sg t . J ad::: 1-:e2..dows who is sta.t,ioned-
at the Corona Experir.1ental R2.dar Site atout 18 rrihs ~out}).west of 
Corona, HeH Mexico .u.12.de the follo,.,ing verbDl r eport to Capt . • Dyvad 
and myself : ~ 

. About 22;0 , 9 July 1951 I noticed a r ed glm-d.nz ball -. of l igl1t 
about the size of a full noon to the i1est or _ west south west ·of. t he 

, :­
; . 

station lo1vr above the horizon.< -- I called t he :·_c':i:vilian· Securi t,y- · G1.ic...rc"1., ·-: 
Hr . Alfonso Sandoval, - e.nd ire both ,iatched it . slowlf ds s ccnd . for . about -
thirty ~eco:id.s before i --c. went belo1vr t he trees ~. - 'Ihsre ;,,as an after-

.. ·. ,:_. 

- -·: . 

; · '.·,: 

,: . 

-. 

glou for another t en secoric1 s . No soimd. 1·T2.S ht:=ai~d that i::Jir,:ht have ,_;. 
COIUC fror;1 the object . Visibility was sligl1tly poor · :and .· a.1 th~ugh ·. ..-; ;'- ,~~/~_.: :,: 
sbmt:= ste...rs coulc;l be se en, t here .were dark cloud s over part of .:the ·--· .i:',·-::··. , --:· -:· 
sky. The ~igllt was nearly circular in sha'Je and ui1ifon.1 • i n the :·. 

·red glowing col or . ·. · _.. .,. ,. : ... -:<~.:- ·: ·--:-•.:, ;,:,.:_~;:•.-·.·:='-·. ': ._. , 
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